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NICOLE WINFIELD/
COLLEEN BARRY n Rome

Pope Leo XIV was admitted to
Rome’s Gemelli hospital on
Tuesday ahead of surgery
later in the day to remove a
lung nodule, an operation
that experts say will
determine whether the lesion
is malignant and if other
treatment is needed.

After the quick drive from
the Vatican, Leo walked into
the hospital through the main
entrance and waved to dozens
of well-wishers who had
gathered to greet him. The
Vatican said the surgery
would be performed later in
the afternoon by a team led
by Gemelli’s chief thoracic
surgeon, Dr Stefano
Margaritora. The 71-year-old

American pontiff has offered a
rare level of transparency
about the first publicly
disclosed major health
problem of his 17-month
papacy. He revealed the
discovery of the small,
localised nodule during his
Sunday noon prayer and
announced that he would
have it removed.

Oncologists say even if the
nodule turns out to be
cancerous, Leo’s prognosis is
“excellent” since it will have
been removed at an 
early stage. The surgery,
which is usually performed
under general anesthesia,
will require a weeklong
hospital stay and the Vatican
on Monday cancelled all
Leo’s audiences through
October 20. (AP)

Pope Leo XIV arrives at Gemelli 
hospital ahead of surgery 

FATMA KHALED n Cairo

The Saudi-led coalition carried out
new airstrikes on oil facilities west
of Sanaa, according to Houthi-
linked broadcaster Al Masirah and
residents of Yemen’s Capital.

The strikes marked a fresh esca-
lation in the widening  West Asia
crisis and came shortly after a
coalition spokesman urged resi-
dents to evacuate the area for
their safety. Witnesses in Sanaa
reported hearing explosions. It
was not immediately clear which
facilities were hit.

In a rare statement, the coalition
urged civilians in the Houthi-con-
trolled capital to leave the Yemeni
Oil Company site and nearby
storage areas ahead of a possible
strike.  Houthi officials appeared to
anticipate an attack on the site. The
oil company said its storage facil-

ities were empty and that a Saudi
strike would not affect oil reserves
or supplies for residents.

Shortly after the warning, Houthi
military spokesman Brig. Gen.
Yahya Saree said on Telegram that

any Saudi attack on Sanaa would
be met with a “firm and painful”
response in Riyadh.

The area to be evacuated in
western Sanaa, al-Subaha, is on a
hill overlooking the capital. It is not

a populated area, but the fuel
station nearby is used by the public.
The back-and-forth threats come as
Saudi Arabia is scrambling to deter-
mine how its air defences failed to
intercept a barrage of missiles and
drones fired by the Houthis, includ-
ing an attack on Riyadh’s interna-
tional airport on Saturday that
killed at least 13 people and
wounded over 300.

The latest conflict between the
Saudis and the Houthis began last
month after the rebels seized key
areas along the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait, a critical waterway for the
transport of Gulf oil and other
goods at the southern end of the
Red Sea off Yemen.

The Saudi-led coalition, backing
forces aligned with Yemen’s inter-
nationally recognised government,
has been trying to retake them.

Earlier Tuesday, the Houthis

renewed their warning against
using Saudi airspace, Houthi-con-
trolled media reported. Several
airlines have suspended service to
the kingdom because of the Houthi
attacks on airports.

In a statement published by the
Houthi-controlled SABA news
agency, the Houthi-run foreign
ministry referred to Saudi Arabia as
the “Kingdom of the Horn of Satan”
and said the kingdom “must realise
that security, stability, and sover-
eignty must belong to everyone;
otherwise, no one will enjoy them.”

Meanwhile, Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty called for
the Houthis to immediately halt
attacks on Saudi Arabia.  “There is
no justification for these attacks,
and they cannot be accepted,”
Abdelatty told Iran’s Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi in a phone
call Tuesday. (AP )

Fresh Saudi airstrikes hit oil sites near Yemen Capital

JILL LAWLESS n London

Iran is trying to hit military
sites in Britain, and the sus-
pected plot to attack a US-run
military air base in September
is “not unique,” the head of
the MI5 spy agency said
Tuesday, as he warned that
both Tehran and Moscow are
expanding their attacks
against the UK.

Ken McCallum, who leads
the UK’s domestic security
service, said Tehran is seeking
to intensify its attacks in
Britain beyond the tradition-
al targets of Iranians 
opposed to the country’s
Islamic authorities.

That has included arson
and sabotage attacks on
Jewish sites that Britain says
were carried out by Iranian
proxies. McCallum said
another “major shift this year
has been Iranian ambitions to
come at harder targets, like
military sites.”

The incident at RAF Fairford
“is not unique. There have
been other examples, not just
in the UK but around the
world,” McCallum said.

McCallum delivered his
annual speech outlining major
threats to the UK as countert-
error detectives investigate a
suspected terror plot against
the US-run base in western
England, which has been used
to bomb Iran during this year’s
war. Scores of residents were
evacuated from their homes
near the base on Sept. 27 as
armed police officers and
army bomb-disposal experts
swarmed the rural area. Police
later said they had found a
quantity of an accelerant --
gasoline -- in three vans at the
site, but no explosives.

Seven men in their 20s have
been arrested and released on
bail under investigation. In all,
more than 50 people have
been arrested over Iran-linked
plots in the past year,
McCallum said.

Prime Minister Andy
Burnham said Monday that
the apparent plot was “almost
certainly” directed by Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard, or
IRGC. Iran has denied
involvement, although it has
previously said that it consid-
ers any base used to attack
its territory a legitimate
target. The US pulled its
bombers from RAF Fairford
after the incident, and the
Trump administration said it
believed the base faced
Iranian threats intended to
kill as many American troops
and destroy as many US
planes as possible. 

British officials have not
confirmed that, and
McCallum said that, in the
UK, Iran has so far used low-
level criminal proxies who
lack the capacity to mount
a sophisticated large-scale
attack. But he said Iran’s
IRGC has shown stronger
capabilities in countries
closer to Iran, “so it would
be foolish for a person in a
role like mine to discount
the possibility.”              (AP )

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi 

IndiGo, Air India, Air India
Express and Akasa Air on
Tuesday announced the
cancellation or suspension
of f l ights connecting 
major Saudi Arabian cities
until October 17 amid an
evolving security situation
in the region.

The decision comes after
a series of reported attacks
in Saudi Arabia in recent
days, including an attack at
Riyadh airport. The airlines
said they were closely mon-
itoring developments and
prioritising passenger safety
amid rising security con-
cerns. IndiGo announced
on social media platform X
that flights to and from
Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam
and Madinah would remain
cancelled until October 17

due to the evolving situation
in Saudi Arabia.

Air India Express also con-
firmed the suspension of
services to and from
Dammam, Jeddah and
Riyadh until October 17. The
airline said affected passen-
gers could opt for compli-
mentary rescheduling or a

full refund on cancellation.
“In view of the evolving

situation in the region, we
have cancelled flights to
and from Dammam, Jeddah
and Riyadh until 17 October,”
the airline said in a state-
ment, adding that it would
continue to monitor the sit-
uation closely. Air India

announced the cancellation
of flights to and from Riyadh,
Dammam and Jeddah until
October 17. The airline said
it was assessing develop-
ments in the region and
would resume safe opera-
tions when conditions per-
mitted. It also offered affect-
ed passengers a full refund
on cancellation.

Meanwhile, Akasa Air
extended the suspension of
all flights to and from Riyadh
and Jeddah until October 17,
citing the escalating securi-
ty situation in the Middle
East and the associated risks
to safe flight operations.

In a post on X, Akasa Air
said the decision followed a
careful assessment of the
evolving situation, with pas-
senger and operational
safety remaining its primary
consideration. The airline

added that it was monitor-
ing developments in real
time. Last week, airlines
temporarily suspended ser-
vices to Riyadh following
reports of attacks at the
city’s airport, reportedly
involving Houthi militants.

Tensions involving the
Iran-backed Houthi group
and Saudi Arabia have inten-
sified, with reports of attacks
involving armed drones and
missiles raising concerns
over regional security.

The latest suspensions are
expected to affect passen-
gers travelling between India
and Saudi Arabia. 

Travellers scheduled to
fly on the affected routes are
advised to check directly
with their respective air-
lines for the latest flight
updates, rescheduling
options and refund policies.

Indian airlines cancel Saudi flights until october 17Iran targeting
military sites,
suspected plot
at RAF Fairford
not unique: MI5 

Truck loaded with firewood drives through the Al-Basateen neighbourhood in Aden AP

Ken McCallum

Terrorist atrocities must be treated as
crimes against humanity: India at UN
YOSHITA SINGH 
n United Nations

India has said that crimes
and atrocities perpetrated
by terrorists should be
reflected within the frame-
work of crimes against
humanity, given the “grave
nature” of terror acts and
their impact on people.

“The overarching objec-
tive of international law is
the preservation of uni-
versal values of humanity.
Serious violations of inter-
national law run counter to
the spirit and purposes of
the Charter of the United
Nations,” Counsellor in the
Permanent Mission of India
to the UN R Mythili said on
Monday. Delivering India’s
statement at the 81st
Session of the UNGA Sixth
Committee on ‘UN
Conference of
Plenipotentiaries on
Prevention and
Punishment of Crimes
against Humanity,’ she said
that states bear the respon-
sibility to ensure justice
and accountability for
grave human rights viola-
tions and mass atrocities
committed within their
territory or by their nation-
als in accordance with their
national legislation.

India noted that existing
international instruments
already address, to a con-
siderable extent, the pre-
vention and punishment of
crimes against humanity.

“Any new legally-binding
instrument should com-

plement rather than dupli-
cate existing international
legal mechanisms,” Mythili
said. India stressed that
“crimes and atrocities per-
petrated by terrorists,
where they meet the req-
uisite threshold, should be
appropriately reflected
within the framework of
crimes against humanity,
given the grave nature of
such acts and their impact
on people.

“This should, however,
be considered in a manner
consistent with the overall
approach of the draft arti-
cles and without simply
transposing existing legal
regimes into a new con-
vention,” she said. Further,
India said a clear jurisdic-
tional linkage should guide
the exercise of jurisdiction
by states over crimes
against humanity.

“States exercising territo-
rial jurisdiction or active
nationality jurisdiction are
generally best placed to
investigate and prosecute
such crimes effectively.
Territorial and national
jurisdiction should there-
fore be accorded primacy,

taking into account the
interest of justice, the rights
of the accused, and the
interest of victims,” she
said. She emphasised that
such an approach is
grounded in the funda-
mental principles of inter-
national law, recognising
the sovereign prerogative
of states to exercise juris-
diction through their
national courts over crimes
committed within their
territory or by their nation-
als. India underlined the
need to strengthen nation-
al capacities for the effec-
tive prevention, investiga-
tion and prosecution of
crimes against humanity.
“International cooperation
and technical assistance
should support and
enhance national mecha-
nisms rather than dupli-
cate them,” she said. 

India stressed that the
nature, scope, and format
of any future legally-
binding instrument should
not be predetermined
without comprehensive
and substantive delibera-
tion on all aspects of the
draft articles. (PTI )


